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New European Football for
Development initiative

In 2009 a small group of development
NGOs, sport organisations and human-
rights initiatives came together to design a
project proposal aimed at awareness-rais-
ing and educational work around the first

World Cup on the African continent in 2010.

The bid “Football for Development” finally
attracted European Commission funding
and the project kicked-off in November
2009. It brings together European NGOs
from Austria, Czech Republic, Italy and
Hungary with experienced sport & devel-
opment initiatives from the African conti-
nent including Kenya, South Africa, Ghana,
DR Congo, Nigeria and the Gambia.

The two-year project aims to use the
popularity and universality of football as
a unique entry point to raise awareness on
development issues and to promote educa-
tion for development among young people
of both sexes.

The action will bring together football
stakeholders (football clubs, national as-
sociations, players, sport spectators and
fan groups), sport-for-development actors

and (sport) media from Europe and Africa
to increase the knowledge and expertise
about the potential impact of football to
promote the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) and a positive social change
within sub-Saharan Africa.

The grass-roots initiative is applying a
multi-agency approach. Measurements
and activities include a conference “Devel-
opment through Football”, an NGO expert
meeting, a cross-border school programme
linked with exchange tours of mixed Ken-
yan youth teams, a training and exchange
programme for sport journalists, activi-
ties at African Fan Zones during the FIFA
World Cup in inner cities and action days
with the national teams and professional
clubs inside stadiums.

Electronic Newsletter

We run an electronic newsletter in English
language. Interested groups, organisations
and individuals are invited to subscribe
the free newsletter via our website
www.footballfordevelopment.net



Project Outline

Football for Development: Exploiting the
potential of sport as a tool for awareness
raising and generating public support

Call for Proposal 2008 nr.
EuropeAid/127765/C/ACT/Multi -Non-
State Actors and Local Authorities — Public
awareness and education for development
in Europe

Project Duration: 24 months; 15 November
2009 - 31%* October 2011

Background

In 2006, the European Commission and
FIFA established a partnership in the field
of development through football due to

its cross cutting potentials in many areas
of development “considering the potential
positive impact of football on developing
countries and their progress towards the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) as
well as the importance of holding the next
FIFA World Cup on the African continent
for the first time in South Africa in 2010”".
The huge public and media attention for
the FIFA 2010 World Cup in South Africa
is big opportunity to communicate these
issues.

Overall objectives

1. Contributing to the MDGs by exploring
the potential of football as an effective
and sustainable cost effective tool for
development

2. Contributing to attract media attention
on development through linking it with
football

Specific objective

Use the popularity of football as a medium
for promoting awareness, participation
and support for development among young
people, football stakeholders and (sport)
media

Target Groups

» young people (secondary school level)
and young adults as well as migrants

» football and sport stakeholders includ-
ing football governing bodies

» sport journalists and media including
mainstream media

» Non-Governmental Development Organ-
isations (NGDOs) and donor agencies
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Estimated Results

» Increased awareness among young peo-
ple (male and female) on development
issues and introduce new youth rel-
evant, creative initiatives and methods

» Enhanced capacities through knowl-
edge transfer among sport-for-devel-
opment stakeholders and increase the
number and interest of football stake-
holders integrating sports & develop-
ment aspects into their agenda

» Train journalists and improve media con-
tacts and thus (partly) changing biased
and stereotyped perception and reports
by the media about (South) Africa.

Main Activities

» Cross-border school programme: Pro-
duction of a teacher’s manual, training
courses for workshop facilitators, inter-
active school workshops and regional
football tournaments for schools) in Czech
Republic, Austria, Hungary and Italy

European conference “Development
through Football: Exploiting the
potential of the first African World
Cup”, 23-24 April 2010 in Vienna

Journalist training workshops (2010 in
Austria and Italy)

Media exchange programme for
(sport) journalists and European-
Africa web-platform Exchange tours
with mixed Mathare Youth Sport
Association teams (June 2010 & 2011)

Activities at African Fan Zones during
the FIFA World Cup in June 2010 in
inner cities

Stadium action days in professional
football (season 2010/11)

Expert meeting for NDGOs (spring
2011 in Czech Republic)

Good Practice Guide (2011)

Project web-site:
www.FootballforDevelopment.net



Project Partners

VIDC - Vienna Institute for International
Dialogue and Cooperation (Austria)
www.vidc.org

INEX - Association for Voluntary
Activities (Czech Republic)
www.inexsda.cz

UISP - Unione Italiana Sport per Tutti
(Ttaly)
WWw.uisp.it

Mahatma Gandhi Human Rights
Organization (Hungary)
www.gandhi.hu

Associated Partners

Mathare Youth Sport Association (MYSA)
(Kenya)

www.mysakenya.org

South African Football Players Union
(SAFPU)
www.safpu.org

Ligue Sportive pour la Promotion et la
defence des droits de 'Homme (LISPED)
(DR Congo)

www.lisped.org

Search and Groom (Nigeria)
www.searchandgroom.org

SOS Children’s Villages (Ghana)
www.sosghana.org

Name*it (Austria)
www.nameit.at



Vienna Action Plan

Football for Development

Football is the world’s most popular sport
with an enormous potential for social and
economic development. We do not see it
as a goal in itself but rather as a powerful
tool for development.

Football engages and excites people across
the vast divides of national, regional, racial,
religious, ethnic, gender, age, ability, social
and economic differences. It is a universal
language which, when given the chance,
most people speak freely, one of the few
times when they can understand each other.

We, representatives of 63 development
NGOs and initiatives, development
through sports organisations, football
clubs and associations, fan initiatives,
players’ unions, sport organisations and
media, academic institutions as well as
governmental bodies including national
development agencies, United Nations
and European Union institutions, from 26
different European and African countries,
gathered here at the Vienna Conference
“Development through Football” from
23-24 April 2010, affirm our strong com-
mitment to make full use of the potential
of football and other sports to overcome
underdevelopment, poverty, address gen-
der inequity, all forms of discrimination
and social exclusion.

We are dedicated to engage and involve in
a networking process to exchange experi-
ence and good practice.

1. We call for football governing bodies
including federations, associations and
clubs as well as the international and
national governmental bodies, develop-
ment agencies and sport sponsors to:

» Recognize and understand the real con-
tribution football and sport can make
towards sustainable social development

» Initiate and support development
through football and activities, in
particular educational and awareness-
raising programmes

» Challenge racism and all forms of
discrimination in sports and foster the
inclusion and involvement of minorities
and migrants through and in sport

» Design and adopt Social Responsibility
policies

» Support and drive the use of football
and sport for the attainment of the Mil-
lennium Development Goals (MDGs),
well after 2015

» Make use of the of the FIFA World Cup 2010
in South Africa and subsequent big sport-
ing events as mediums for creating aware-
ness on social and development issues

» Pro-actively address the trafficking and
exploitation of young and under-aged
players, vulnerable groups and sexual
exploitation within the context of sport

» Encourage and support initiatives in
the area of development through sport,



especially at grass-roots level and make
use of current and past players and ath-
letes from the South as role models for
young people

» Establish partnerships with organiza-
tions committed to use football as a
means of fostering development, eradi-
cating poverty and raising awareness on
the environment and global inequity and
encourage South-South cooperation

> Assign at least 0.7% of the total revenues
to Social Responsibility initiatives promot-
ing development and anti-discrimination

II. Practical Recommendations

Development Education through sport:
Targeting schools and young people

» Use non-formal education to link foot-
ball, as well as others sports, with
teaching in marginalized communities
that are not involved with the main-
stream education system or may not
learn effectively in a conventional class-
room environment

» Design educational strategies which in-
corporate sport to attract young people
by introducing them to important issues
in the areas of health and sanitation,
civil responsibilities, discrimination and
overcoming social barriers

» Include development through sports
and anti-discrimination in the curricula
of educational institutions

Tackling Gender Inequity and Raising
Gender Awareness

> Raise awareness among teachers, coaches,
media, sports bodies and other stakehold-
ers to ensure accessibility to all kind of
sports by males and females alike.

» Adopt strategies against stereotyping
based on gender, sexual orientation and
other forms of discrimination and protect
all people who challenge social norms by
their free choice and exercise of sport.

» Assess the socio-cultural context and
select adequate type of sports (gradual
steps) specifically adapted to various
target groups.

» Ensure pedagogical and didactical con-
siderations with regard to co-education-
al and other group dynamic forms with
regard to gender.

» Pro-active identification and creation
of (especially) female role models and
involving them in a systematic and con-
scious way.

» Claim and ensure safe and adequate
spaces especially for girls and women to
play sports

» Identify and involve the main “gatekeep-
ers” (people who prohibit female partici-
pation) and include in every stage of the
planning, implementation and evalua-
tion process.

Media and Campaigning

» Ensure consciousness raising coverage
that does not reproduce prejudice and
stereotyping and report success and
positive stories to provide a balanced
perception on vulnerable and under-
privileged groups

» Establish cooperation with private and
public media to report on sport for de-
velopment issues and make information
accessible especially to marginalised
societies

» Design a strategy to build media capac-
ity by training and sensitizing journal-
ists in the area of development through
sport

» Consult and actively exchange with
development NGOs and experts from
the South; and build partnerships with
projects, using platforms such as the
International Platform on Sport and
Development or Football for Hope

Sports and Conflict Resolution

» While sport in itself cannot solve con-
flicts it should be used as a tool for
preventing violence, ethnic and regional
tensions and war

» Use sport as a resource for dialogue and
cultural exchange in post-conflict areas

» Establish long-term programmes
through sports to reconcile former war
and conflict parties, including child
combatants soldiers and other victims

» Engage, consult and cooperate with lo-
cal grass root NGOs and local political
actors

» Train and advise local NGO's in order to
take advantage of the funding opportu-
nities available



Contact

Bella Bello Bitugu Vienna Institute for International
(European Project Manager) Dialogue and Cooperation
VIDC - FairPlay Bank account: Bank Austria, BLZ 12000
Mollwaldplatz 5/3 Kto.-Nr. 00427 015 409
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Tel. 0043 1 713 3594 . .
FZX 0043 1 7133594 73 Account Holder: Fonds Wiener Institut
Mobile 0043 650 68 31 842 VAT Number: ATU 52548104

Skype: drbellabello1964
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This publication has been produced with the assistance of the European Union. The contents of this publication are the sole
responsibility of VIDC-Vienna Institute and can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union.
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